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Majesty faced the contingency and entertained the suggestion as a 1911
possible one with natural, and if I may he permitted to use the phrase in Age 58
my opinion with legitimate reluctance. His Majesty, however, naturally
entertained the feeling — a feeling which we entirely shared — that if we
resigned our offices, having as we had a large majority in the House of
Commons, the only result could be an immediate dissolution in which it
would practically be impossible, however anxious we should be, to keep
the Crown out of the controversy. The mixing up of the Crown in a
controversy such as that was naturally most distasteful to its illustrious
wearer, whom we may regard as the first guardian of its prestige, but it
could be scarcely more distasteful to His Majesty than to myself and my
colleagues, for reasons which I need not, I am sure, dilate upon. But it
is altogether inaccurate — and I might use a stronger phrase — to say that
at that time we asked His Majesty for guarantees. The Question whether
at any time the advice to create peers should be given must necessarily
depend for one thing upon the adequacy of the majority with which we
were returned to the House of Commons, assuming that we were returned
at all."
Even this did not give entire satisfaction to the King, and he
pressed for further explanations which would have laid stress on his
reluctance to grant the November understanding.1
But Asquith felt this ground to be dangerous. His own words
describing the November Conference had been : " The King was
pleased to inform me that he felt that he had no alternative but to
accept the advice of the Cabinet " ; and this, it seemed to him,
accurately described both the facts and the constitutional position
created by the impossibility of finding a Ministry, present or pro-
spective, which could have advised him differently with the support
of a majority in the House of Commons or the country. To be led
into public discussions about the feelings and motives of the King
or his views about the policy of the Government would, in Asquith's
opinion, be even less in the interests of the King than of the Govern-
ment, and he resisted any further explanations. Nothing would ever
have induced him to use any language which could have been
construed as an admission that he had coerced the King*
The Commons dealt with the Lords' amendments on 8th August,
and instead of dismissing them eh bloc, as had at first been s^gested,
took them in detail, accepted one, excluding from the operation of
the Bill any measure extending the duration of the Parliament
beyond five years, and made a concession on another by providing
that the Speaker should consult the Chairman of Ways and Means
* Letter from £*ord Knollys to Mr. Vaugkan Nash, 9th August, 1911.

